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MUTHULAKSHMI REDDY

1.

Muthulakshmi Reddy has many feathers in her cap, a social reformer, activist, Indian
medical practitioner and Padma Bhushan award recipient and the list goes on.
Reddy was born on 30th July, 1886 in the Princely State of Pudukkottai, Madras
Presidency, India. Her father, S. Narayanaswami lyer was the principal of Maharaja's
College and mother, Chandrammal was a Devadasi.

Her father was ostracized from the family for marrying a devadasi. She developed a
close relationship with the maternal side of her family and she became quite
perceptive about the Devadasi community and their issues.

From a very young age she showed enthusiasm for learning and education, so her
father broke the tradition and sent her to school. Her teachers were very much
impressed by her sincerity and decided to teach her in subjects beyond those
approved by her father.

Due to the onset of puberty she was forced to leave school but schooling did not
stop her home schooling continued. From a very young age she started questioning
the societal norms which were biased and against women's rights.

She was against the subordination of women to men and rebelled whenever people
said that only boys need education and not girls.

Background

7. Her path was full of hurdles and nothing came easy for her. After passing the

Matriculation exam she applied for admission to Maharaja's college but it was
opposed by everyone and was summarily rejected because everyone thought she
might "demoralize" the male students.

But the somewhat enlightened Maharaja of Pudukkottai ignored these objections
and admitted her to the college and she was also given a scholarship.

From there she went to Madras Medical College and then became a House Surgeon
in the Government Hospital for Women and Children in Chennai, the first female
doctor in India. Her academic record was brilliant and apart from all the gold medals
and prizes to her credit she had so many inspiring achievements like : the first female
student to be admitted into a men's college, first woman House Surgeon in a
Government Maternity and Ophthalmic Hospital, first woman Legislator of in British
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India, the first chairperson of the State Social Welfare Advisory Board, the first
woman Deputy President of the Legislative Council and the first Alderwoman of the
Madras Corporation Avvai Home.

She was very much influenced by Annie Besant and Mahatma Gandhi. She wanted to
change the perception of a woman in the society and wanted to correct the balance
for women by removing all the social abuses and working for equality in- moral
standards.

Her journey as a women's activist and social reformer started at a very young age.
After her matriculation her mother wanted her to get married but she opposed to
the idea of submission towards men and later on married Sundara Reddy with the
proviso that he promised to always respect her as an equal and never cross her
wishes.

During her college days she met Sarojini Naidu and began attending women's
meetings where she met women who shared her concerns.

She devoted her life for the upliftment of women and children and worked for the
emancipation of women at a time when women were confined in the four walls of
the house.

She even gave up her rewarding practice in medicine in response to a request from
the Women's Indian Association to enter the Madras Legislative Council.

From there on her journey towards upliftment of women and children took a whole
new path. She helped orphans, especially girls, arranged free boarding and lodging
for them at the Avvai Home in Chennai.

She passed a resolution to establish a special hospital for women and children, and
her move was welcomed by the government and a children's section was opened in
the maternity ward of the hospital. She brought up drastic changes in the whole
system which were the need of the time.

She started systematic checkup of students in colleges, worked on stopping immoral
trafficking, closing brothels, building shelter for rescued girls and also recommended
government to increase the minimum age of marriage of boys and girls to 21 and 16
years respectively.

She traveled the whole country in her quest for the betterment of women and
equality in life for everyone. Reddy also started a cancer relief fund which has now
developed into an all-India institution combining therapy and research on cancer
which attracts patients from all over India.

She continued to fight for her cause till the last breath and nothing could deter her.
She was energetic even in her last days and served as an inspiration for many.

WS SIS QILLy
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1. WSV &I QTLLY, Fens FTHGSSHUTH), TauevT, QB OGBS SI6U
LW HS WmeTy mmIh LG LLegest ell(h& QUMM mmild LI I1gule Her&mai.

2. QLY 1886 Q)LD 34,600T(H) &Z@em6v 30 Q1D CHH) @ BHH WImalledr QoL [FTen
NrFoLeard ulley 2 6iTem LigISCSHTL 6L U6 FLegmersH60 LIMbBSTT. @elrsl
SIHeM G 6TeN. [HITITU600TE6UTLA QU LSTFTRM SeVaT W6 (LNS6VEUT TEHED, STWITT
FHH TLOLOMET CHaUGSTRILITH6LD @IBHSTIT.

3. GaaUSTHR MU H(HLO6TD QFUISSHHTH AT SHnS GO LDUSmMS L (H)
RSIHH MeUHEHLILILLTT. 36Uf H6orgl &BHUSH 60T STl LIg 85 IL_60T
QBIHBEIS W 2_Mem6l QUETIESI& Q&TeuoT LT, LD Sieu CHaUSTH Felnsid LnMHMILD
jauFserfler LNga&FlemenrdsemertLl LIMN)| 5607 2_600T T H ST

4. FmIIWH N BHECH 66T HMHMeL LnMMILD SevelUl6L QL T6ULD SITL G 6OTITET, 25 60TT6V
SQUEBL W HHend LUMTTIUFWGSNS 2_enL_ S LiaTerfl6@ 216y . 3j6u@EhemnL
A WITHET 2(6UEH60L LI GHITMLOWITE LOGHLD FFT& 8 LILILL 60T LoMHMILD
S|QUEBNL W HHENSH IV SBIBSHFHHLILL L LML B&HEHSHE SLILIMHLLL
LML BI& 660 9 6uEhsE MG (N6 Q& UISET.

5. LI(HEULDEDL_G6V &ITTeoorLnmss 2jeueT LiaTerflenw el (B QeuerflGuim Geuevoriq Ul
SLLTWILD gmUL L g, L6016V LieTerflLILIg UL Oeuengl e (HL LeTerfll Liig LieoL
Bloissellsvene. W&F Al euw & ed BEC S, QLTS 6rfl6or 2_[fl6mLD & E1h & & 6T H T Mo
MHOID LSSFSFTTLTET Felnds ellF(LnenmaseneT iUl CaeTal CaHL &5

QB TLBIGETT.

6. Q\LIGTITS: 6M6IT 2,600T5E15 85 (& 21Q.LI600T WL QFUIISMEG TH TS @ (BHSH {6,
31,600T&H 655G DL (HIGLD &5606) BF6meal, QILIGTITHET {606V 6TETMI LDGSH 6T S MILD
GUITRIGHEVEVITID &HEV&HLD QFUISITI.

L9 60T 60T 6001

7. QQUEBEML_ LITENS S560)L_G6iT BlenmbSSHTH @) HHSS!, 2 6UEHEH S 6TH6LD eT6rfl &5 mes
agalevemney. QL flGCeaqerT CaTalle CHTFR QUMM LIM &, 36U L& T

S UI6L CFT&H &8 & el6toTeoor LILNG ST, D60TITEV Sl D 6ME0TEU T TeVILD
THFTHELILLL G, CLOSYILD 6T 36007 LOMEOOT6UT860)6T "LO6OTE GF MTeU6mL_UIF
QFUIWIGVITID" 6T60TMI 6TEVEEVITHLD [B6METH S STV Sr(H&EL0MS BITMHFleHasILL LS.
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8. QLE0TIT6L FMEM GBITEOTLD QILIMM LSHISHCHTL 6L I0&TFTRM QHS 3, CFLI6M60TEH6M6ITLI
LM & 8560011531 3jeuemenss &Heuaflulel GFIE S aUEHHS 256 HSTen S LD
GUPMRIGSLILILL Sl

9. BIFRBHS! QLOLJTEN LS SHI6UE SHOVT1&HEGHEF QFeTml, LN6oTeor ] G\& 60T6060T U6V
D 66T QILIGDOTS 6T DM MILD GLOMH60) 5865 & &HTE0T O J& LO(HS S0 L06060T WIl6L M6 6
FI60T 60T, @HHUIMeI6dT (LNG6V GlILIETIT LD[HSSIUT. SeUTSE SHeVadlll LIS e

&5 &FMedl & 560T L0MeTgl LDMMILD S{6M6TSH S ShisL LGS SMBIGET IDMmMILD LIKl&&Hemne6rs
S, QU LI6L 261880618 G0 FMTEH6m60T&HEM6TLI GQILIMMITT: 3, 600T&H6T &H60aTiluilev
INFH GG LILIL L (PG6L G LIeuoT Iomevorel, 9(J& & L1GLIMI LDMMILD &600T LOIHS SI6)
LD 6T W6V (LNG56V GILICTOT QN 6|6N) & [TR60T, (NSHeVTaUsTss. LIl 6q @BE ulmalleor
QLIevoT FLLL06TM 2 MILILN60TT, LDMBl6V &FeLnas 56V 2L, CeVMTEF 606018 (&L 660 (LDG56V
Semevalll, FLL CLnevem el WI6dT (Ln&56v GILIETIT SI66tuTs &6meval LDMMILD G & 60T60)60T
OTHSTTLSF 3j6Uemel @) 6V6VE T 60T (LNSEV eLNE S G LI6ToT LO6vT 1.

10. 9|60Teot] QILIGFETL. LOMMILD DS TSHLOT ST HH UMV 26T L&D LMTH&HHLILILLT.
FNGHSH 60V 62(H G\LIeooT LiMmIlW LIMTenelemn Lommm eN@BLOLIN6TTT, GLOSID |60 60TS Sl
Fens F6qLNTCWMEHHISG6TD &HEMHM, RW&HS STHH ) FL0G S 6ISHMEHTSH

2 MLPG S O\LIGTITSHEH&HSHTET &FLoBlemevenl &G &Fw el @LoLNeoTmi.

11. QLIGDOTS: 6T Qb TEUEVT TS LD, FeLNd: FTH([H& S TH WTSHE| LD 3jeUFs Lilieorid il&
@6 WHCVECW QS TLBISR WG, eurs QL fl&GCeaq6T (NI HS LIME& Haurs!
STWITT 3j6eUen6T S ([HLO6ooTLD QF IS QS meiTem ell(BLDLINEOTITT, OL60TTeV 3j6UT
1,600T565 5 & 2191160011 U1 C6evoT(HILD 6T63TMN 6T600T600TEH M S TH TS ST, LN6TeoT) & b5 T
QUL 6mW H(HLOEOTLD QF UG Q& MeoTLITT, U U6 eTLICLITSID FLOLOME D& &5
GeuU6tT(H) LD 6TEOTMILD 2| 6UEBHEML U Xl(HLILIMIS 66T LM & 8n LTSI 6T6dTMILD

o2 mGHwellSsmy.

12. Beo1gl SV BT &6rflel 9euF F8rmedlent] BrujBemnel FHFHSHSTT DMHMILD
QLI6T0TS: 61T G L L6155 6116V &6V & QSTETENS QGTLIBIFGOTTH, MBI 36U HeoTSl
HEUMVGHENETLI IR T HS! Q& TeTEHLD GlLI6t0TS:606TE FHFHSSHTI.

13. QLIGDOTS: 61T, 6119607 [HITEOT(S & 6UTSHEHEG6IT 36L& LILIL I (HHS &HTeVEH 6V
QILIEUOTE 6T LDMMILD GLO1H60)55856TT160T (LNGITCETMHM SHH M & TEH S FH60T GUITLDHITEM6IT
ST L6016 8! QLevor ell(HFHeneV&HS TSI LIMBILIL L 6.

14. QOLFTeN QevedlenGeuL 196l &6 60TE6060 HIenLpeaUSHM & TeoT @\ HSHIWI & 6rflT
FhIGSF T CHMIlEama85E LIFevaflés @b ellSnms: 6l DHHSI6USH 6V SHers!
QauG LG Wimer LUImH&Femwl engseil L LTi.

15. QMBIR BHS! QLIGTITSHET LDMHMILD GLOTHen S 86160 G emL CBHTEHSR W 3jeUTs
LIWesoT LD ([ LG W LIMenGenll 6T(H &S S!. 60T MTen s & 6h &, GMILILITS & miLdl & eh 8 &,
QFciTem6uT W6 2_6ITEIT 2 6leme B)6LVE TGV HHIGaSM G LD, HhIGeUSMEGLD @) 6VEIFLOTS
goUMT(®H QFUISIT.
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16. QLIGDOTSH 6T LDMMILD & LPTHE0 S8 EH 8860 FIMLUIL| LO(H S SI6UL06M60Tem W BlMI6l Sj6lif
FrLmeord BleomGaumnilerTy, CLOSILD {6UTS HL UL E60&H | [JT&F T &GS M6V
QIIGaM&LILILL G LDMMILD LO(H S SI6UL06m60T UIl6dT L& LIGLIMI QUITITIY 6V GLO1H60)55 86T
ley D m&&LLLL S &HTeVEFH 6T CHmMaIUTS @ (BHS (DL emLOLILaIn

& ()60 LD UIITEOT LOITM MK 6M 68 Q& MeooT(h 6UMHSHITEIT.

17. v ifl&erflev Lomevoreu T8 6rfledT (LNEMUIITET GF TS 6060TeM U iU QG TLBIG6OTITI,
RUHHHCEHLITET &L &H6m6V BlMISSIH0, lLIFFTT ll(HH Hem6rT en(H&H6, L SLUILIL L
F I &HEHE G HHIGLILLD &L(HG6v GLITeTmeum M6y LisooflwWmmniler Ty, GLgvild 2,600
HmILD F il & erfler Genmb&LIL & ) ([HLO6DT alUlemS (PeMmGEU 21 LoMHMILD 16 3,8

5 &68 91&6EG UFHIImnTSST.

18. QLI600T&61fl60T (LT GEOTMHMLD LDMHMILD D 6MEOTRU(HEH G LD aUTLpaileL FInGSlallD
GeuetoT(h) LD 6T60TM FH6oTH CHL60160 36U BMT(H (LLPEUSILD LIWI6ITD QFWSTT. QLY 62(H
LMOoICHTU BleumyenT BIHenlsd QSTLBISR6TTH, @& @LUCLTS GBS

WWaIH aILD 2 6Tem GBITWITEl&HemeT FF& G LMmIGHITUISHSTET R Fans LoMHmILD
SLTTUIEF 60U 62 (IS 60160018 G LD 2T 6v @HH) I Bl MICUEOTLOTE UEIT [T HSI6TeNS.

19. HEOLGF eLNGF &+ GUEDT B|6U6T H6IT HITTEOOTSH M &HTH QSTL JHSH! CLITTITL)60TTET,
THIQILD 3]aUM6TE H(H&5 (LY WLVEM6). eI HeoTSl &Hen LG BT S&Herflanin oMmev
N &&HaITTES @IHSTT MHMILD LIV([HEHG 2_5CaIsI0MTS @MHHSTH.
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